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the same hour, and a slighter change with
reference to the stars around. Thus we name
it a star from the observations of similitude in
a single night; and we distinguish it as a
planet,, a moving star, from its detected
change of place on different nights. But wo
have still no conception of its distance. By
degrees we find that it is moro distant than,
the clouds, more distant than the moon behind
which it disappears. At every stage of ad-
vancing science we have to treat it as a real
body, a globe, not a disc, since its face varies,
and it is always round; a globe lighted by
the sun, not self-luminous, since the telescope
shows that it is not always full, but sometimes
gibbous only; a globe revolving in an orbit
most escentric with regard to the oarth, an
proved by tho variations of the disc in sis&e,
but when the data are treated by geometry,
much loss excentric, and almost circular, when
referred to the sun. Every stop in this advance
requires us to leave tho phenomena, an sepa-
rate, momentary impressions on tho vitfftal
sense; and to deal with thorplanet aw a globe
of matter, moving in space, having a countless
Dumber of definite relations, never actually ob-
served, with tho sun, the moon, tho other
planets, and other parts of tho earth, whore no